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Abstract:   

   

This paper delves into the profound exploration of social injustice within the literary works of 

Mulk Raj Anand. Focusing on power dynamics, oppression, and human rights struggles, Anand  

narratives offer a poignant portrayal of the complexities inherent in societal structures. Through 

his characters and their experiences, Anand illuminates the multifaceted nature of power, the plight 

of the oppressed, and the enduring struggles for human rights. Drawing on a rich tapestry of 

contexts, Anand storytelling transcends geographical boundaries to underscore universal truths 

about injustice, resilience, and the human spirit's quest for dignity and equality. This abstract 

encapsulates the essence of Anand oeuvre, inviting readers to embark on a journey of introspection 

and empathy towards the marginalized and disenfranchised.   

Keywords:- Untouchability, Casteism, Resistance, Injustice, Imperialism, Liberty, Equality, 

Humiliation. 
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Introduction:   

                                                 Human rights are the rights a person has 

                                                 Simply because they are a human being. 

 

 

Mulk Raj Anand, a towering figure in Indian literature, is celebrated for his intelligent exploration 

of social issues, particularly the plight of marginalized communities. In works such as 

"Untouchable" and "Coolie," Anand adeptly dissects power structures, laying bare their oppressive 

nature and the resultant suffering endured by those on society's fringes. Through rich 

characterizations and gripping narratives, Anand navigates the complexities of societal hierarchies, 

illuminating the struggles faced by the disenfranchised. This paper aims to delve into Anand  

portrayal of power dynamics, oppression, and his advocacy for social justice, as depicted in 

"Untouchable" and "Coolie."   

Anand is passionately concerned with the inarticulate Indian men and women and the atrocities 

perpetrated on them by the collaboration of social and economic orders, which constitutes the 

cause for his vociferous protestations. He writes in an angry reformist way, like a less humorous 

Dickens of the personal feelings induced by moribund social values, and touchingly speaks of the 

miseries of the countless Indian untouchables, coolies and labourers. As Professor K.R.S. Iyengar 

points out: 

 

           "Thus, when Anand started writing fiction, he decided he would prefer the familiar to the 

fancied, that he would avoid the highways of romance and sophistication but explore the 

by-lanes of the outcastes and the peasants, the sepoys and the working people. It was, 

however, no laborious exercise of the self-conscious proletarianism. To Anand, it was 

merely the easier and more natural way; he was part of the proletariat. It is the atmosphere 

of the late twenties and early thirties; the air was filled with the dust of politics and infected 
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with the fumes of man's inhumanity to man, but it was not altogether unrelieved by hope. 

It is also worthy of mention that Anand is a committed writer."  

 

Exploration of Power Structures:   

In both “Untouchable” and “Coolie,” Anand intricately examines the power structures dictating 

social relations in India. In “Untouchable,” he unveils the rigid caste system, which segregates 

society into hierarchical layers, relegating the Dalits to the lowest rung. Anand vividly portrays the 

dehumanizing effects of this system through the protagonist, Bakha, who grapples with 

discrimination and marginalization solely based on his caste identity.   

Similarly, in "Coolie," Anand delves into the exploitative power dynamics prevalent in the colonial 

era, where the protagonist, Munoo, finds himself trapped in a cycle of poverty and servitude. 

Through Munoo  experiences, Anand exposes the brutal exploitation of labourers by colonial 

powers and the Indian elite, shedding light on the injustices perpetuated in the name of economic 

prosperity.   

Exposure to Abuse and Oppression:   

Anand  works are a powerful indictment of the abuse and oppression inherent within these power 

structures. Through poignant storytelling, he exposes the physical, emotional, and psychological 

toll exacted on marginalized communities. In "Untouchable," Bakha  encounters with caste-based 

violence and humiliation underscore the pervasive nature of discrimination faced by Dalits in 

Indian society. Similarly, in "Coolie," Munoo  journey exposes the harsh realities of poverty, 

exploitation, and social marginalization endured by the labouring class.   

Anand depiction of abuse and oppression in "Untouchable" and "Coolie" is not limited to physical 

violence or overt discrimination. He also explores the subtler forms of oppression pervading 

marginalized communities' daily lives. In "Untouchable," for example, Bakha internal struggles 

and feelings of inferiority underscore the psychological toll of caste-based discrimination. 

Similarly, in "Coolie," Munoo experiences highlight the emotional and mental toll of poverty and 

exploitation as he grapples with feelings of hopelessness and despair.   
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Advocacy for Social Justice:   

Central to Anand  literary endeavours is his fervent advocacy for social justice and human rights. 

Through his characters' struggles, he challenges readers to confront societal injustices and envision 

a more equitable future. By giving voice to the marginalized, Anand compels readers to reckon 

with their privilege and actively work towards dismantling oppressive systems. Anand  advocacy 

for social justice extends beyond merely highlighting societal problems. In both "Untouchable" 

and "Coolie," he offers glimpses of hope and resilience amidst adversity, showing characters who 

strive to challenge the status quo and assert their humanity. Bakha  desire for education and self-

improvement in "Untouchable" and Munoo dreams of a better life in "Coolie" serve as powerful 

reminders of the resilience and agency of marginalized individuals.   

Furthermore, Anand encourages readers to recognize their role in perpetuating or challenging 

systems of oppression. By portraying characters from diverse backgrounds and perspectives, he 

prompts readers to reflect on their privilege and biases, urging them to become active agents of 

change in their communities.   

   

Conclusion:   

In conclusion, Mulk Raj Anand literary works, notably "Untouchable" and "Coolie," serve as 

poignant indictments of power structures and the resultant oppression faced by marginalized 

communities. Through vivid character portrayals and compelling narratives, Anand sheds light on 

the harsh realities of discrimination and inequality, advocating for a more just and compassionate 

world. His enduring legacy lies in his ability to inspire empathy, provoke introspection, and 

catalyze social change through the power of literature. Anand exploration of power structures and 

abuse, as well as Ko's, is both thorough and nuanced, offering profound insights into the 

complexities of societal hierarchies and the struggles faced by marginalized communities. As a 

champion of human rights and social justice, Anand continues to inspire readers to confront 

injustice and work towards a more equitable society.  
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