
Environmental Studies Compulsory Subject in India: 
A Critical Analysis 

1*Nitin Cholkar 2Anand Ashturkar, *Rajkumar S. Sonavane 
1Assistant Professor, Yeshwant Mahavidyalaya, Nanded, India. 

2Assistant Professor, N.S.B. College, Nanded, India 
*Professor, Yeshwant Mahavidyalaya Nanded, Corresponding Author  

 
 

Abstract 
As environmental challenges escalate globally, fostering environmental awareness and 

responsibility becomes crucial for future generations. This paper argues that making 

Environmental Studies (EVS) a compulsory subject for undergraduate programs in India holds 

immense significance. Drawing on research and compelling data, it explores the diverse benefits 

of EVS in equipping students with essential knowledge, critical thinking skills, and civic 

engagement tools to navigate the complexities of contemporary environmental issues. While 

acknowledging implementation challenges, the paper underscores the urgency of addressing them 

to ensure successful integration of EVS for a sustainable future. 
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1. Introduction: 

The 21st century presents a stark reality – humankind faces interconnected environmental 

challenges such as climate change, biodiversity loss, and resource depletion. Addressing these 

complexities necessitates a shift in educational paradigms, demanding holistic understanding and 

responsible action. Recognizing this, several nations, including India, have taken strides towards 

integrating environmental education into their educational systems. In 2004, India made EVS a 

compulsory subject for all undergraduate programs, taking a crucial step towards empowering 

future generations with the knowledge and skills needed to navigate these pressing issues (MHRD, 

2004). 
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2. Compelling Reasons for Mandatory EVS in Indian Universities: 

● Environmental Awareness and Literacy: EVS exposes students to diverse environmental 

issues, ecosystems, and conservation strategies (Ghosh, 2016). This broadens their 

understanding of the complex interrelationships between human societies and the natural 

world, fostering environmental awareness and responsible behavior. 

● Critical Thinking and Problem-solving: Engaging with environmental challenges through 

EVS encourages students to develop critical thinking skills, analyze data, and propose 

solutions. They learn to think holistically, identify root causes, and develop evidence-based 

approaches to tackle complex problems (Bhaktavatsala & Kothari, 2012). 

● Civic Engagement and Advocacy: EVS promotes environmental values, encouraging 

students to adopt sustainable practices and advocate for responsible environmental policies. 

They learn to engage with communities, influence decision-making processes, and become 

active participants in driving positive change (Joshi & Shrivastava, 2010). 

● Employability Skills: Knowledge of environmental regulations, resource management, and 

sustainability principles can enhance graduates' employability in various sectors. Businesses 

increasingly seek individuals with environmental awareness and skills to navigate green 

practices and ethical solutions (UNEP, 2017). 

● Holistic Development of Knowledge: EVS transcends disciplinary boundaries, integrating 

insights from diverse fields like ecology, economics, sociology, and policy. This fosters 

interdisciplinary thinking, enabling students to analyze environmental issues from various 

perspectives and develop comprehensive solutions (Gadgil & Guha, 2010). 

3. Challenges and Recommendations: 

● Lack of Standardized Curriculum: Develop national guidelines for EVS curriculum with 

core thematic areas and flexibility for regional adaptation to foster local context and 

relevance (Gadgil & Guha, 2010). 

● Unqualified Faculty: Conduct training programs for faculty to update their knowledge and 

equip them with effective teaching methodologies for EVS, including field work and 

interactive learning (Prakash & Kumar, 2015). 

● Theoretical Focus: Integrate hands-on activities, field visits, and real-world case studies 
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into the curriculum to bridge the gap between theory and practice and enhance engagement 

(Bhattacharya & Molderez, 2012). 

● Limited Assessment Approaches: Move beyond rote memorization to assess critical 

thinking, problem-solving, and application of knowledge through diverse assessment 

methods including presentations, projects, and reports (Joshi & Shrivastava, 2010). 

4. Conclusion: 

Making EVS a compulsory subject in Indian universities represents a vital step towards a 

more sustainable future. By equipping students with the knowledge, skills, and values needed to 

become environmentally responsible citizens, EVS holds immense potential to empower future 

generations to address the challenges of today and build a more resilient and sustainable tomorrow. 

While challenges remain in curriculum design, faculty training, and assessment approaches, 

addressing them through concerted efforts is crucial to unlock the full potential of this 

transformative educational initiative. The time to act is now, and by prioritizing EVS as an 

indispensable pillar of higher education, India can lead the way in nurturing responsible citizens 

who will strive for a healthier planet for all. 
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