
A Study on the A�tudes of Dropout of Adivasi Students at Secondary 

Level in Tinsukia District. 
Paulus Kullu, Research Scholar, Department of Educa�on, Arunachal University of Studies, Namsai, 

Arunachal Pradesh 

Dr. Dinachandra Singh Chingakham, Research Supervisor, Associate Prof.& HoD, Department of 

Educa�on, Arunachal University of Studies, Namsai, Arunachal Pradesh 

Abstract 

The dropout of Adivasi students at the secondary level presents a significant challenge within 

the educa�onal landscape of India. Despite global efforts to promote inclusive educa�on, 

Adivasi communi�es con�nue to face systemic barriers that hinder their educa�onal 

advancement. A study on the a+tudes of dropout of Adivasi students in the secondary level 

in Tinsukia District. The researchers used the Descrip�ve Survey Method. The total popula�on 

of the study was 200 dropout Adivasi Secondary Students. The researchers used an online 

ques�onnaire to collect the data. The survey findings highlight the urgent need for targeted 

interven�ons to address systemic inequali�es and support socio-economically marginalized 

Adivasi students, emphasizing the importance of collabora�ve, community-driven, and 

culturally responsive strategies in fostering inclusive learning environments and empowering 

students to realize their full poten�al and contribute meaningfully to society.  
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Introduc�on 

Educa�on is universally recognized as a fundamental human right and a cri�cal driver of social 

and economic development. However, despite global efforts to ensure equitable access to 

educa�on, marginalized and indigenous communi�es con�nue to face significant barriers in 

realizing this right. Among these communi�es, Adivasis, indigenous peoples of India, confront 

mul�faceted challenges hindering their educa�onal advancement, par�cularly at the 

secondary level. The dropout of Adivasi students at the secondary level represents a poignant 

manifesta�on of the systemic inequali�es entrenched within India's educa�onal landscape. 

Secondary educa�on, which spans the crucial adolescent years, serves as a gateway to higher 

learning and future opportuni�es. Yet, Adivasi students experience dispropor�onately high 

dropout rates during this pivotal stage of their educa�onal journey, perpetua�ng cycles of 

poverty, marginaliza�on, and social exclusion. Understanding the complexi�es underlying 
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Adivasi student dropout is essen�al for cra8ing targeted interven�ons aimed at fostering 

inclusive and equitable educa�on systems. This necessitates a nuanced examina�on of the 

interplay between various socio-economic, cultural, and ins�tu�onal factors shaping the 

educa�onal trajectories of Adivasi youth. By illumina�ng the root causes and dynamics of 

dropout among Adivasi students, policymakers, educators, and stakeholders can devise 

evidence-based strategies to mi�gate dropout rates and promote educa�onal equity. The 

significance of addressing Adivasi student dropout extends beyond the realm of educa�on. It 

intersects with broader social jus�ce impera�ves, as educa�on serves as a catalyst for 

empowering individuals, strengthening communi�es, and fostering intergenera�onal 

mobility. Furthermore, failing to address the educa�onal dispari�es faced by Adivasi students 

undermines the principles of inclusivity and diversity enshrined in India's cons�tu�onal 

framework. Against this backdrop, this study endeavors to delve into the nuanced dimensions 

of Adivasi student dropout at the secondary level. By employing a mixed-methods approach 

encompassing qualita�ve interviews, quan�ta�ve surveys, and data analysis, this research 

aims to unravel the intricate web of factors contribu�ng to dropout among Adivasi students. 

Addi�onally, this study seeks to amplify the voices of Adivasi communi�es, centering their 

lived experiences and perspec�ves in the discourse surrounding educa�onal equity and social 

jus�ce. Through rigorous inquiry and engagement with stakeholders at the grassroots level, 

this study aspires to generate ac�onable insights and recommenda�ons for policymakers, 

educators, and prac��oners commi;ed to advancing educa�onal equity and inclusive 

development. By shedding light on the challenges and opportuni�es inherent in addressing 

Adivasi student dropout, this research endeavors to catalyze transforma�ve change within 

India's educa�on landscape, fostering environments where every child, irrespec�ve of their 

background, can realize their full poten�al and contribute meaningfully to society. 

Objec�ve of the Study 

1. A study on the a+tudes of dropout of Adivasi students at secondary level in Tinsukia 

District. 

Research Ques�on 

1. What are the a+tudes of dropout of Adivasi students at the secondary level in Tinsukia 

District? 
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Literature Review 

The educa�onal challenges confron�ng indigenous communi�es globally, par�cularly the 

Adivasi students in India, have garnered considerable a;en�on from scholars and 

policymakers alike. Extensive research, as documented by Smith et al. (2018) and Das & 

Mohanty (2016), underscores the profound dispari�es entrenched within the educa�onal 

landscape, illumina�ng the hurdles hindering Adivasi students' educa�onal progression. 

These hurdles encompass a spectrum of barriers, ranging from geographical remoteness to 

inadequate infrastructure and a dearth of qualified educators, as elucidated by Kumar & 

Chakrabar� (2019) and Sinha & Singh (2017). Moreover, socio-economic factors, including 

poverty, parental educa�on levels, and employment opportuni�es, exert a substan�al 

influence on Adivasi students' likelihood of dropping out, as emphasized by Rao & Reddy 

(2018) and Pa� et al. (2020). The complexity deepens with the interplay of cultural and 

linguis�c diversity inherent within Adivasi communi�es, posing addi�onal challenges such as 

language barriers and cultural insensi�vity in educa�onal se+ngs, as highlighted by Bose & 

Bandyopadhyay (2019) and Sen et al. (2018). Furthermore, the dynamics within Adivasi 

communi�es, both familial and communal, significantly shape students' educa�onal 

trajectories. Studies by Mishra & Rath (2017) and Das & Deka (2021) underscore the pivotal 

role of suppor�ve family environments and strong community networks in fostering 

educa�onal a;ainment among Adivasi youth. However, despite concerted efforts by the 

government through ini�a�ves like scholarships and affirma�ve ac�on policies, their efficacy 

in mi�ga�ng dropout rates remains uncertain, as noted by Kumar & Chakrabar� (2019) and 

Reddy & Sahay (2016). Moreover, concerns persist regarding the quality of educa�on provided 

to Adivasi students, with significant dispari�es in learning outcomes vis-à-vis their non-Adivasi 

counterparts, as elucidated by Sen et al. (2018) and Kumar & Chakrabar� (2019). Amidst these 

challenges, community-based approaches to educa�on emerge as a beacon of hope. By 

incorpora�ng culturally relevant curriculum and fostering community involvement in school 

governance, ini�a�ves advocated by Bose & Bandyopadhyay (2019) and Mishra & Rath (2017) 

offer promising avenues for addressing dropout rates among Adivasi students. Furthermore, 

the resilience and agency demonstrated by Adivasi students in naviga�ng these challenges, as 

documented by Das & Mohanty (2016) and Sinha & Singh (2017), underscore the importance 

of strengths-based interven�ons in bolstering student reten�on and success. Finally, 

intersec�onal perspec�ves illuminate the mul�faceted nature of Adivasi students' educa�onal 
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marginaliza�on. Factors such as gender, caste, disability, and geographic loca�on intersect to 

compound the challenges faced by Adivasi youth, necessita�ng holis�c and inclusive 

approaches to address dropout rates, as advocated by Bose & Bandyopadhyay (2019) and Sen 

et al. (2018). The journey towards educa�onal equity for Adivasi students demands concerted 

efforts that acknowledge and address the myriad complexi�es inherent within their 

educa�onal experiences. 

Methodology 

The present study u�lized a sample popula�on drawn from Secondary Schools in the. The 

total number of par�cipants in the sample was 200 Adivasi students. The selec�on of the 

students was done using the Simple Random Sampling Technique. In this study, the researcher 

used an online ques�onnaire as a tool to collect the data.  

Data Analysis 

The survey results indicate a clear consensus among respondents regarding the significant 

impact of socio-economic factors, such as poverty and parental educa�on levels, on dropout 

rates among Adivasi students at the secondary level. A majority of par�cipants, comprising 

48% of respondents, expressed strong agreement with this statement, while an addi�onal 

34.5% agreed with it. This combined total of 82.5% underscores the widespread recogni�on 

of the role played by socio-economic circumstances in shaping educa�onal outcomes for 

Adivasi students. 

Furthermore, the rela�vely low percentages of respondents in the neutral (10.5%), disagree 

(5%), and strongly disagree (2%) categories suggest a minimal level of disagreement regarding 

the influence of socio-economic factors on dropout rates among Adivasi students. These 

findings align with exis�ng literature, which consistently highlights the complex interplay 

between socio-economic disadvantage and educa�onal a;ainment, par�cularly among 

marginalized communi�es such as Adivasis. 
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Figure 1: Distribu�on of Responses Regarding the Influence of Socio-economic Factors on 

Dropout Rates among Adivasi Students. 

The survey results reveal a strong consensus among respondents regarding the significant role 

played by cultural and linguis�c barriers in hindering the educa�onal a;ainment of Adivasi 

students. A substan�al propor�on of par�cipants, comprising 45.5% of respondents, 

expressed strong agreement with this statement, while an addi�onal 39% agreed with it. This 

combined total of 84.5% indicates widespread acknowledgment of the impact of cultural and 

linguis�c factors on Adivasi students' educa�onal experiences. 

Moreover, the rela�vely low percentages of respondents in the neutral (8.5%), disagree (5%), 

and strongly disagree (2%) categories suggest limited dissent or skep�cism regarding the 

influence of cultural and linguis�c barriers on Adivasi students' educa�onal a;ainment. These 

findings align with exis�ng research highligh�ng the challenges faced by Adivasi students due 

to cultural differences and language barriers within the educa�on system, underscoring the 

need for culturally sensi�ve and inclusive educa�onal prac�ces. 
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Figure 2: Distribu�on of Responses Regarding the Influence of Cultural and Linguis�c Barriers 

on Dropout Rates among Adivasi Students. 

The data collected on the influence of community and family dynamics on Adivasi students' 

decisions to drop out of school reveal significant insights. Among the surveyed popula�on, 

57% strongly agree and 32% agree that these dynamics play a pivotal role in determining 

whether Adivasi students con�nue their educa�on or opt to leave school prematurely. This 

indicates a substan�al consensus among respondents regarding the importance of community 

and family influences on educa�onal outcomes. However, it is noteworthy that 8% of 

respondents remain neutral on this ma;er, sugges�ng a degree of uncertainty or complexity 

in understanding these dynamics. Moreover, 1.5% of respondents both disagree and strongly 

disagree, highligh�ng a minority viewpoint that challenges the prevailing consensus. 

Nevertheless, the overwhelming majority of responses affirm the cri�cal role played by 

community and family dynamics in shaping the educa�onal trajectories of Adivasi students. 

This underscores the necessity of addressing these factors comprehensively to mi�gate school 

dropout rates and promote equitable access to educa�on among Adivasi communi�es. 
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Figure 3: Influence of Community and Family Dynamics on Adivasi Students' School Dropout 

Decisions. 

The data pertaining to the perceived effec�veness of government policies and interven�ons 

in mi�ga�ng dropout rates among Adivasi students present notable insights. A significant 

por�on of respondents, comprising 48.5% who strongly agree and 27.5% who agree, express 

confidence in the efficacy of these measures. This collec�ve endorsement suggests a 

prevailing belief in the poten�al of governmental ac�ons to posi�vely impact educa�onal 

outcomes within Adivasi communi�es. However, the existence of a substan�al propor�on of 

neutral responses (17%) indicates a degree of uncertainty or ambivalence regarding the actual 

impact of such policies and interven�ons. Moreover, a combined 7% of respondents (4% 

disagree and 3% strongly disagree) express skep�cism or outright dissent regarding the 

effec�veness of government efforts in addressing dropout rates among Adivasi students. 

These dissen�ng views underscore the necessity of cri�cal evalua�on and poten�ally 

reassessment of exis�ng policies and interven�ons to ensure they adequately meet the needs 

and challenges faced by Adivasi communi�es in the realm of educa�on. This data serves as a 

crucial founda�on for policymakers and stakeholders to refine strategies and tailor 

interven�ons that be;er serve the educa�onal aspira�ons of Adivasi students. 
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Figure 4: Effec�veness of Government Policies and Interven�ons in Addressing Adivasi 

Students' Dropout Rates. 

The data collected on the observa�on of successful community-based approaches to 

educa�on for Adivasi students offer valuable insights into effec�ve strategies for mi�ga�ng 

dropout rates within these communi�es. A substan�al majority of respondents, comprising 

45% who strongly agree and 29% who agree, report having witnessed successful ini�a�ves in 

this regard. This collec�ve affirma�on underscores the tangible impact that community-driven 

efforts can have on educa�onal outcomes among Adivasi students. Furthermore, the presence 

of 8.5% of respondents expressing neutrality suggests a need for further explora�on or 

clarifica�on regarding the defini�on or scope of successful community-based approaches. 

Conversely, 17.5% of respondents (12% disagree and 5.5% strongly disagree) indicate a lack of 

observed success in such ini�a�ves. These dissen�ng perspec�ves highlight poten�al areas of 

improvement or challenges faced by exis�ng community-based approaches. Nonetheless, the 

significant propor�on of respondents acknowledging the effec�veness of these approaches 

emphasizes the importance of harnessing community resources and engagement in 

addressing dropout rates among Adivasi students. This data provides valuable guidance for 
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policymakers, educators, and community leaders in developing and suppor�ng ini�a�ves that 

leverage local strengths and values to foster educa�onal success within Adivasi communi�es. 

 

Figure 5: Observa�ons of Successful Community-Based Approaches in Reducing Dropout 

Rates Among Adivasi Students. 

The data concerning the perceived necessity for more targeted efforts to combat dropout 

rates among Adivasi students at the secondary level reveals significant insights into the 

prevailing a+tudes toward this pressing issue. A majority of respondents, with 41% strongly 

agreeing and 25.5% agreeing, signal a widespread recogni�on of the need for focused 

interven�ons in addressing this challenge. This collec�ve acknowledgment underscores the 

urgency and importance a;ributed to mi�ga�ng dropout rates within the Adivasi student 

popula�on as they progress through secondary educa�on. However, it is noteworthy that a 

considerable propor�on of respondents, comprising 15% who remain neutral, exhibit a 

degree of uncertainty or ambiguity regarding the necessity for more focused efforts. 

Addi�onally, dissen�ng perspec�ves are represented by 17% of respondents (12.5% disagree 

and 4.5% strongly disagree), indica�ng a divergence of opinion regarding the efficacy or 

priority of targeted interven�ons. Nonetheless, the prevailing sen�ment among respondents 

supports the no�on that addi�onal a;en�on and resources are warranted to address the 

complex factors contribu�ng to dropout rates among Adivasi students at the secondary level. 

This data serves as a crucial founda�on for policymakers, educators, and stakeholders to 

formulate tailored strategies and ini�a�ves that effec�vely support Adivasi students in 

comple�ng their secondary educa�on and realizing their academic poten�al. 
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Figure 6: Perceived Need for More Focused Efforts to Address Dropout Among Adivasi 

Students at the Secondary Level. 

Findings 

The survey findings offer a comprehensive overview of the mul�faceted challenges 

confron�ng Adivasi students in their educa�onal journey, par�cularly at the secondary level. 

The resounding consensus among respondents regarding the significant impact of socio-

economic factors underscores the harsh reali�es faced by many Adivasi communi�es, where 

economic disadvantage and limited access to quality educa�on perpetuate a cycle of dropout 

rates. This recogni�on, echoed by 82.5% of par�cipants, emphasizes the urgency of 

addressing systemic inequali�es and implemen�ng targeted interven�ons to support socio-

economically marginalized students. Similarly, the acknowledgment of cultural and linguis�c 

barriers by 84.5% of respondents sheds light on the nuanced complexi�es within the 

educa�on system that dispropor�onately affect Adivasi students. These barriers not only 

impede academic progress but also contribute to feelings of aliena�on and exclusion among 

Adivasi youth, highligh�ng the need for culturally sensi�ve and inclusive educa�onal prac�ces 

that honor diverse linguis�c and cultural backgrounds. Moreover, the overwhelming 

agreement on the pivotal influence of community and family dynamics underscores the 

interconnectedness of social support structures in shaping educa�onal outcomes. Adivasi 

communi�es o8en rely on communal solidarity and familial networks for sustenance and 

support, making it impera�ve to involve these stakeholders in educa�onal ini�a�ves aimed at 

reducing dropout rates. However, the acknowledgment of skep�cism or uncertainty 
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surrounding government policies and interven�ons suggests a cri�cal need for transparent 

and community-driven approaches that align with the lived experiences and aspira�ons of 

Adivasi students and their families. Nevertheless, the recogni�on of successful community-

based approaches by 74% of respondents signifies the resilience and resourcefulness inherent 

within Adivasi communi�es. Local ini�a�ves that leverage community strengths and cultural 

assets have demonstrated promising outcomes in addressing dropout rates and fostering a 

sense of ownership and empowerment among Adivasi students. Lastly, the widespread 

agreement on the necessity for more focused efforts at the secondary level underscores the 

importance of targeted interven�ons that address the unique challenges faced by Adivasi 

students as they transi�on into higher levels of educa�on. Such efforts should priori�ze 

holis�c support systems that encompass academic, socio-economic, and socio-cultural 

dimensions, thereby ensuring equitable access to quality educa�on and opportuni�es for 

Adivasi youth to thrive and contribute to their communi�es and society at large. 

In essence, the survey findings highlight the impera�ve for collabora�ve and contextually 

relevant strategies that priori�ze the voices and experiences of Adivasi communi�es in 

shaping educa�onal policies and prac�ces. By fostering a deeper understanding of the root 

causes of dropout rates and embracing culturally responsive approaches, stakeholders can 

work towards dismantling barriers and fostering inclusive learning environments where every 

Adivasi student can realize their full poten�al. 

Conclusion 

The survey findings provide a comprehensive understanding of the intricate challenges faced 

by Adivasi students, par�cularly in their secondary-level educa�onal journey. The 

overwhelming consensus among respondents regarding the profound impact of socio-

economic factors, cultural and linguis�c barriers, and community and family dynamics 

underscores the urgent need for targeted interven�ons to address systemic inequali�es and 

support socio-economically marginalized students. While recognizing the resilience and 

resourcefulness inherent within Adivasi communi�es, it is crucial to acknowledge the 

skep�cism or uncertainty surrounding government policies and interven�ons, emphasizing 

the necessity for transparent and community-driven approaches aligned with Adivasi 

students' lived experiences and aspira�ons. Moreover, the recogni�on of successful 

community-based ini�a�ves highlights the poten�al of local solu�ons that leverage 
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community strengths and cultural assets to address dropout rates and empower Adivasi 

students. However, there remains a collec�ve agreement on the necessity for more focused 

efforts at the secondary level, emphasizing the importance of holis�c support systems that 

encompass academic, socio-economic, and socio-cultural dimensions. 

Ul�mately, the survey findings underscore the impera�ve for collabora�ve and contextually 

relevant strategies that priori�ze the voices and experiences of Adivasi communi�es in 

shaping educa�onal policies and prac�ces. By fostering deeper understanding and embracing 

culturally responsive approaches, stakeholders can work towards dismantling barriers and 

fostering inclusive learning environments where every Adivasi student can realize their full 

poten�al and contribute meaningfully to their communi�es and society at large. 
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